THE dedication of a large and well-appointed building to be devoted exclusively to instruction and research in physics is a notable event in the history of a college. In this instance it is the realization of a hope long cherished by many, and by none more than by the present speaker. That so splendid a building has been deemed necessary for, the work to be done in physics suggests two things. First, the high standard which Wesleyan is setting for herself in this as in other departments of work, and, second, the rapid development which has occurred in recent years in physics, rendering imperative an equipment for experimental work of an entirely different order of magnitude from that thought sufficient a generation ago. So great has been the demand for the best instruments and standards to be used in experimental work, both in pure and in applied physics, that the government has been led to establish at Washington a national laboratory, one of whose functions is to cooperate with scientific and technical institutions and manufacturers in the work of improving instruments and standards and developing methods of measurement. It, therefore, seems not inappropriate that something be said on this occasion concerning this work of the national government, so recently in-(527), 161-200. 21 Science (February 3, 1905) 
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